Access to Early Childhood Classroom
for Field Experiences and Student Teaching
Early Childhood Education Bachelor’s Completion Program
Please complete the section below and check ONE of the two options listed, have your supporting principal or school
administrator complete the section at the bottom of this page, and return this form to:
Cardinal Stritch University
Office of Undergraduate Admissions, #516
6801 N. Yates Rd.
Milwaukee, WI 53217-3985

This section to be completed by applicant:
Printed Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: _________________________
Anticipated program start date: Term (Fall or Spring): ______________________ Year: _________________________
Signature: ______________________________________________________________________________________
q Option 1: I am NOT currently employed as a teacher or teaching assistant in an early childhood classroom and need assistance from
the Early Childhood Education Bachelor’s Completion program placement coordinator to complete my field experiences and/or student
teaching. Teacher candidate will be contacted by Mary Ishag, Placement Coordinator.

q Option 2: I am currently employed as a teacher or teaching assistant in an early childhood classroom and can fulfill the criteria for
Field Experience and Student Teaching described on the back of this form.
My current position is: ____________________________________________________________________________
Name of facility: _________________________________________________________________________________
Address of facility: _______________________________________________________________________________
Telephone number of facility: ( _________ ) ___________________________________________________________
This section to be completed by supporting principal or school administrator:
Questions regarding the field experience may be directed to Mary Ishag, Placement Coordinator, at (414) 410-4348.
I understand that the teacher candidate listed above will be participating in the Early Childhood Education Bachelor’s Completion
program at Cardinal Stritch University. I agree to support him/her in this process by ensuring access to an early childhood
classroom in accordance with the requirements for field experience and student teaching described on the back of this form.
I understand that a mentor will visit the teacher candidate’s classroom on a weekly basis for the duration of the 33 month program.
Printed Name: _______________________________________

Telephone number: (______) ___________________

Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________________________________

continued on back
College of Arts and Sciences

College of Business and Management

College of Education and Leadership

Ruth S. Coleman College of Nursing

Mission of the Early Childhood Education Bachelor’s Completion Program
To provide access to high quality education in response to the needs of culturally and linguistically diverse early childhood teachers
and the young children and families they serve.
Program Overview
Cardinal Stritch University developed the Early Childhood Education Bachelor’s Completion program in response to the demand for
highly qualified early childhood education teachers, particularly in urban settings. Teacher candidates who are currently working in
an early childhood setting, such as an early childhood facility or educational system, are able to complete the program while attending
evening classes, without interrupting their employment.
Field Experience and Student Teaching Requirements
Teacher candidates are required to participate in five semester-long field experiences to meet the requirements for graduation and/
or licensing by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI). Candidates who are the teacher of record or teaching assistant
will have the opportunity to complete the field experiences in their own early childhood classrooms and must have contact with
students for a minimum of 16 hours of instructional time per week. During the fifth and final semester of the program, candidates
may choose to either complete the fifth field experience class or participate in formal student teaching, depending on their career
goals. The student teaching option requires candidates to be in their placement for a full day for 18 weeks and to complete additional
requirements to meet DPI criteria for their early childhood license. Candidates who are teaching assistants must be able to be
responsible for planning and instruction for at least two full weeks during the 18 week student teaching semester. If the teacher
candidate is not currently employed in an early childhood classroom, the placement coordinator for the Early Childhood Education
Bachelor’s Completion program will arrange for an unpaid placement with one of Stritch’s partner organizations.
Mentoring: On-Site Visits for Field Experiences
Teacher candidates will be assigned a mentor who will also participate in the field experience classes with them and provide ongoing
support for the teacher candidate’s professional development throughout the program. The mentor will make weekly on-site visits
and will complete four formal observations for each field experience. Teacher candidates will receive written feedback on their
performance following these observations and will engage with their mentor in co-teaching and co-planning throughout the duration
of the program. As candidates are exposed to increasingly challenging content through their courses, the expectations for classroom
application will increase. With this approach, candidates will receive multiple opportunities to improve teaching practices over a
longer period of time than would be offered in more traditional teacher certification programs.
Supervision: Student Teaching
Since most teacher candidates will be the teacher of record in their own classroom, another teacher in the school who meets the
DPI criteria for a cooperating teacher (see PI 34.14 6a, b, c) can volunteer to act as the cooperating teacher or, if none is available, the
University mentor may act as the cooperating teacher.
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